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DEYELOPMENT OF
THE SPECTACULAR
IN MODERN DRAMA

Witnessed in N. Y. Hip-
podrome Production of
“Pinafore”—Reinhardt to |
Produce Shakespeare 1n
America.

Phe New York Hippodrome has added |
an adjective describing a phase of the
modern drama. Hippodromatic—this de-
seriben many productions of recent years
marked by mammaoth scenle settings and
omate spectacular effects. Those who
witnessed the varioun revivals of “‘Pina- |
fore'' during the past decade could well
antimate the development of the stupsen-
dous by the production of the Gllbert and
Bullivan operettn at the Hippodrome last
apring. In this production, Insteid of the
conventional fake wship bullt from the
pinge, thers wan o real ship, flonting in a
Ialke of real water, b

Whils the Forrest Theatre In thin eity
I8 not nearly so big as the New York
playhouso, the real ship will naverthieless
float on reil water on the stage when
“Pinafore” openn hare next Monmday.

The snormous tank which is to be in-
atalled on the stage of the Forrest will
necessitate the practical rebullding of the
entire atage.

Year by year theatrical productions
havae become more and more stupendous
and elaborately realistic, Nevertheless,
much remains to be done artistieally. Nao
producer han, perhaps, ever conslstently
equaled Belasco, nor have we a Reln-
hardt. One remembers, with marvellng
admiration. Lieblar'a production of Plerrs
Lotl's *“Daughter of Heaven,” which wan
&t once both messive In Its setting, gorg-
peous and consummuately artistic. Singu-
larly, it falled. On the other hand, “The
Garden of Allah,"” masxively staged, was

correspondingly great & success.

Tha presentation of “Pinafore” brings
o mind the numerous storles which have

" Been printed concerning the orlgin of
that lght opern classio. According to the
Iate Francia Celller, for many years musi-
cal director at the Bavoy Thentre, Lon-
doti, where most of the operas wars
firat produced, the ldesa svolved from the
rhymie in “The Bab Balladse '

& & & yhe worthy Captaln Reecs,
Commanding of the Mantalplece,
who was so devoted to his crew that there
was 1o concelvable luxury he did not
provide for thelr comfort. For example:
é'!ulhor bad had every man

arm nil&-wu and hot-water can
ndsor from the captain's atdre,
.l valet,

too, (0 every four
' "Gilbert began, then, by renaming tha
' Mantelpiece H. M. 8 Pinafore. Willlam
Lee, coxswrln, was promoted to the rank
of boatswaln's mate and given the nama
of Billl Bobstay; the widowed laundress
was transformed Iinto that ‘plump amd
pleasing person’ to be known henceforth
and famed as Little Buttercup, the
Portumouth) bumboat wommn, But the
ot Important acllon that Hlbert made
to his dramatis personse was the Right
Hon. 8ir Joweph Porter, K. C. B, Fint
To this distin-
gulsbed personage wars bequeathed ‘the
dﬂm‘ and counine and aunts," who, in the
*Hab Ballada,' belonged to Captain Reece.”

Hou, by

An amusing mistake was moade mt the
= Rdtile Themtre when the troupe of French
pame there last week. They ar-
m with their trunks, just as the Little
Thestra Company was preparing to leave
for an engagament in Wilmisgton. They
unpaciked thelr trunks as the loeal com-
ware packing thelra. There was mbch
and exgitement. In the confusion
. ths stages manager happened to get hold
, ‘ ull the wigs belonging to the French
These were hurriedly put Inte
trunks. When they arrived at 'Wil-
| they found a plethora of po'w-
wigs. Meanwhile, amnong the French
At ths Littlea Theatre, thers was
most voluble perturbatlon. They wers
r— on the stege The wigs had van-
Prench explelives out the alr.
'“ not 50 explosiva asn “Jack
ms,”" of course, but thay seemed
the next day, the siage man-
of the Littls Theatrs returned and
itied his mistake. That was why the
Artists appesarsd in thelr own halr,

with taloum powder.

that, hotnz writtan by an Eng-

i, Lhare might be demonstrallons

sz thelr production, Max Helphardt

' fn the autumn dropped Bhakes-
” .hg.‘l‘l;l- tha repertory of tha
dutac #7, In Beriln. Thereupon

: srose, and the pluys wera re-

the schedule of performances.

rdi's ;:rodumldm ol Bhakos-

Emma Trentini
coming in "The
Peasant Girl"

lin, Herr Reinbardt will como to this
country to superintend the production of
“"The Midsummer Night's Dream,* by
the Hinge Soclety of New York. Dr. Karl
Vollmoeller. the author of ““The Miracie,'
which will not be produced here this eea-
mon, will have charge of tha company
ongaged to give the play, and, according
to announcements, rehearaals will begin
In February.

Whether wo shall see an Influx of Ger-
man  actors, which I8 improbable, we
sholl, at Jenat, have Shakespesrs offl-
clently
most artistic producers In the

Houdini at Keith's

Harry Houdinl, known as “‘The Flusive
American,” will head the bill at Kelth's
next week, and will present for the first
time here his Iatest feat, "The Chinnse
Water Torture Celll” For many years
Houdinl nppeared as ""The King of Hand-
cuffa,” but he has discarded this for a
more gensational series of escape tricks
“The Chinese Water Torture Cell” con-
ulsts of egcaping from a compartment fill-
ed with water, Into which Houdinl has
beéen smuspended head downward, (astened
by his anklies. Houdinl has added several
more new tricks to bla act, Inchuding the
East Indian needia trick, which he per-
fected during his three yedrs' tour of the
world, During his engagement at Kelth'a
Houdinl s open to mccept any riational
challenge issued to him. Others on tha
bill are Hessie Wynn, with a repertoire of
new song selections; Emmet Devoy, In his
new playlet, "His Wife's Mother; the
Primirusa PFour, heavyweight alngers;
the Pedersen Brothera, acrobals; o rura!
comedy akotch, “"Hirnm," which Fred J
Ardath & Co, will play heare for the frst
time; Lew and Mollis Hunting, singers
and dancers; and Luplta Pereg, a Farl-
rlan aerialist,

worll

Trentini in New Comcdy

Emma Trentinl, ths little prima donna,
will appesr in & new production, *'The
Peasang Girl,” st the Lyrie Theatre dur-
ing the holldays. Refusing all offers from
American muanagers for thls season, Tren-
tinl sailed to Italy last summer, deler-
mined to present “The Hrefy' In l.uu:i.r‘u
this winter and than rteturn to grand
opera. Her plans, howaver, falled becauss
of tha war, and as a result the Bhuberts
plgned her up with a five-year contract

To supply Mlis. Trentinl with a suitable
score the Shuberts engaged Rudolf FFriml,
who wrote the muslc of “The Firefly."
Clitton Crawford will share the star
honors with Trentinl, Other satabls mem-
bers of the cast wre John . Thomas,
Francis J. Boyle, Mary Robgon, Ethel da
Fre Houston, Eroest Hare, Henry Mack,
Charles Tingle, Stanley Henry, Laucille
Dalbery, Edith Hallor and Karen Krisch-
ner

Trentini begine her Naw TYork season
shartly after the Christmas holldays, ao
har Philadelphia engagement la limited

BROADWAY

Advanced Broad and
Vaudeville Snyder Ave.

FIEST TIME AT FOPULAR PRICES
Gallagher & Carlin

iIn a Nauticel Travesty
_"EBFORE THE MABT.
FIRET PHILADKLVHIA AFFEARANCE

Bong m l&:ﬁw of 1914
FIREY PRILADELFHIA u-l-!u.mc-
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given by two of the greatest and
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Kathryn Stevens—"The Winning
of Barbara Worth"—Walnut.

Ethel Valentine and Margaret Robinson—"Today"—Adelphi.

Actors Must Be Realistic

“An actor today cannot merely make-
Lolleve- must be consummately reals
istle. 8o must the stage seltings. 1f a
robber tinlers with a safe, we must have
We must transplant life to
ver before.”

Thus dec Edmund
playm the lof ulh?. male role In
at tha Adelphl Thedtre.

“Homehow,” continues Mr. Breese, “I
peemed to sense this demand when T first
went on the stage,' continued Mr. Broese
“1 was the villaln in a play called “The
End of the World," Tn one sceno I was
ritsh upon the stage hunted by a
frengind mob for a murder | had come
niltted, 1 was supposed to run in breath-
ingk hard and panting as If from a long
chase. I thought the situation over, and
concluded that my pants would be 1more
natural 10 augmonted by phyalcal exer-
cise. The stuge door opened on & long
ntley. 1 declded to run up and down this

¥ untll T had secursd the natural
out-of-breath pants. Unfortunately, wes
wore playing In an Indiapa town where
the town marahal reigned suprems, 1
had made four sprinting trips up and
down the alley, when I wus nabbed by
'Ih- nu\-ri ign arm of the Iaw,
Now I've got ye!' he chuckled. So
you're the crittur as has been ocutting
up your didoes in these parts for the past
weell, njr yaT

“I tried to sxplaln, but he dragged ma
off to the station. where Lths man on
guard avarred that I might be telling the
triuth, and suggested that the Jocal Bher-
lsek take me to the theatre and find out
I knew it was my time to go en. and 1
was desperats; but the police force, tha
two of them, took their time and marched
me between them. The curtaln had been

a real #nfe
ns ne
lares

Lha singe
Hreass, who
“Today."

x'rwnau
The Walnut

WrH - AND WALNUT
NIGUTS, 30e, Db, The $1.00.
Toea. & e Mate, & Ble
Baturda b, 38, 18e

be Hrat lecal ihom

| held for 10 minutes while the slage min-

After
got on
therenflter to
Lthe mecuring

uger looked for me everywhere
more or less explanation I finally
the stage. 1 wan careful
secure my reallam where
was eafer.”

Broadway

Gallagher and Carlin will appear next
week at the Broadway Theatra In a mu-
sical traveaty, “Hefore the Mast' *""The
Song and Dance Review of 1914 will be
presented by a company of ten persons.
The rest of the bill will Include the Onk-
lapd Sisters, ""The Trading Stamp Gir),”"
Mahoney & Tremont, In a skit; and
Charies and Adelalds Wilson In an act,
""The Messenger."

Nixon's Grand Opera

The bill for next week at Nixon's Grand
Opera House will Includs Josis Flynn's

Burke and Burke In
; the Morin

Pelticont Minstreln;
n xkit, “Bils of Foollshness"
Sisters, acrobatle dancers; Daly and
Henly, comedians; Alken, Fgg and
Dufty, with a singing specialty, and W,
E. Whittle, a ventriloaulst,

Burton Holmes

The two final Burton Holmes Trav-
¢logues In the regular, season at the
Academy of Music will he devoted to the
natlons now Involved In war. In tha
firsl of these two, 1o be presented next
Friday nlght and Saturday afternoon, Mr.
Holmea will discuss “"Germany and Aus-
trin,” from Berlin to ‘Tyrol. Mr, Holmea
wan fortunate in the possesalon of rich
pleture-records of all Germany and Aus-
tria, and la consequently admirably
equipped to present a siriking and com-
prehensive survey of these two countries
and of thelr peoples as they were before
the outbreak of “the hostilities, A week
later he will close his Fhiladelphin sen~
son with 4 companion Travelogue on ""The
Allled Powern.'

— - _

ADELPHI

Caught With
the Goods!

Diring  the past
weel the Phila-
delphin play-lov-
ing public, evar
alert for the best
in the drama,
cams to the
Adeolphi and
caught us with
the dramatie
triumph of tha
age.

By GEORGE
BROADHURST and
ABRAHAM
SCHOMER

For Deneflts sl Lyric & Adelphl Theatres, Apply
Mautines Today at 2:15; Tml.hl at 8:15
Beginning Mooday, 24

Box Offles or Phone Walaut 6764-47-48

Big Week

This is the terrific

elimax in “To-day"”

which shows the

most powerful dra-

matiec situation ever

seen on the Ameri.
can stage,

EDMUND
BREESE

LYRIC

MATINEE TODAY, 2:15; TONIGHT
BEGINNING MONDAY, R

LAST WEEK BUT ONE
“IRRESISTIBLE"
“DELIGHTFULY

“A tingle-ingling susocs’s
—tagulrer.

| bur,

Ruby Cutter Sav-
age and Vernon
Dalhart — “Pina-
fore”—Forrest.

Carolyn Lilja—"Potash and Perl-
mutter"—Garrick,

_;r:en-Minute I;ks

Seriousness in Comedy

Miss Ruby Cutter Savage, grand opern
sluger, who plays the role of Josephine |n
the New York Hippodrome production of
“Plnafore," at the Forrest Theatre, da-
clures that (he pohsession of n woll-de-
veloped sensp of humor iw momelimos a
drawhback fnstead of an amset In the ren-
ditlon of Gilbert Sulllvan
roles,

"I know that It s popularly belleved,”
sald Miss Savage, “that only those pos-
sesaing a highly cultivated smense of hu-
mor can extract the full value out of Gll-
bert’s Inimltable lyrics, and yot to me the
possession of such n menso It & serlous
handicap, " Of courss In the singing of the
Iyrica an nbaolute merlovanesn of demeanor
In essentinl, ‘That la the difficulty fop me.
Thera are moments in the performance
af "Pinafore” when the task of Keoplng
a stralght face and maininining o serlous
mien 1x nimont impoanible. ‘The words I
Aam singing appeal to' me no strongly to
my sened of the ridiculous that thers are
timea when I positively suffer In the at-
tempt to stlfls my mirth"

and comedy

“Little Miss Valentine"

This In tha story of A alip of n girl,
it in always best to Idantify your stery
go that your reader Wil know what to
expeot. You #ee, It might lave basn a
rtory aboul somathing antirely AlfMarent;
truly, It 18 abeut thls allp of & gin,
Just & year ago—do you recnll how. 1t
snpwoed and the wind howled that night—
ahe was m membter of the Chestaut Strest
Op'ry Fouse Stoek Company. Bhe plarad
“thers's a cartiags withoul” roles, and
aifes In m whila ahs was permittsd (o
dust tha furnlture just as the curtain

wns Eoing up.
Now, just to prova how fosllah rome

glria ean ba without half trying, thig
Httle gir! went to New York and saw n
play, Then ahe stayed in New York and
mw 1Im aama play saven times mors,
By thut time she decided that aha knew
whnt she wanted, and that was the lsad.
ing role, So sha sat hersell down and
wiote to that efféct to the manager, And
ue will npppoen In real llfe—but naver in
novels=the returnn post brought A re-
wigest that sho eall

And thnt In sxactly how Ethel Valen-
tine advanced from the Chestnut Strest
Op'ry Touse (0 tha role of Lily Wagner
In "“Poday," at the Adelphl—which Is
vonslderable progress for ope yenr,

"My ambitlon? To go on—forward—
townrd the gounl of better things-to
achisve—to conquer,” ahe sald, 1 want
o do Blg things Dbetter than anybody
vlgn ever dld them. 1 want to ba some
one, T renlige that It will be o hard Aght,
but then T am used to battling for sue-
oosm, * 1 know that | may fall ntterly and
migerably, but [ haven't the slightest In-
tentlon of permitting any such fear to
Interfers " with my bent efforts, All day
1 sny to myself, ‘I am going o wing I
must and shall win,' and I Dellevs that
soma day 1 will"

“And when you grow up, what do you
Intend to he?' I mnaked—she seemed so
tiny, curled up in the big chair.

“Grow up?' sho asked, her oyes wide
with astonishment. “Why, I'm married,"
and she held up her hand to prove her
contention. (Isn't it strange how all tha
really nice girln are elther married or
are golng to be?) I wns married In
Parin, on July & and four weeks Inter,
my huaband wan ealled to the front. He
ia lying wounded—""

Littls Miss Valentine's eyen filled. with
tenrn; ahe gulped down a big lump in
her throat, Then she went on:

“I ecan't ba with him=I couldn't part
with him again—=it ia selfish, 1 know—but
ha wnnts me to work, He wants me to
do my duty by myself, as ha calls It,
even nn he Ald Wa by his country, Oh,
Isn‘t life eruel=brutall'

Misn Valuntine recovered her composuras.
She spoke of her ambition to become
nh emotional netress of the Duse type;
she diseussed Professor James and dreas;
sha debiated the psychology of mind ovar
matter and musle. But ever and anon,
her volica saddenod, her oves Nlled—her
thoughts flew actoss the seas to the feld
hospltal In France.

Misn Valentine held a
hand, ready for muailing, It bore at the
boltom the word *France.'" A dreamy
look came into her ayves—forgotten wWas
the slage—gone wis the lure of tha fools
lights, the acclaim of the public; ths
prafse of the critles, She saw only the
oot In the hospital and—HIM!

lattar In her

Dramatization of Novel

Tha dramatization of *“The Winning of
Harbara Worth,"” Harold Bell Wright'a
popular novel, will open at the Walnut,
for ons week, next Monday evenlng, The
dromuatlzgation of the novel (s by Wil-
llam Lynch Roberts and Mark H. Swan.

“T'he Winning of Barbara Worth,” as &
book wns a “best seller,” and ita sales
are sild to have reached over the 2,000,000
mark.

Tha story of “The Winning of Barbara
Worth'" [s the siory of tha winning of n
woman by a young Eastern enginesr who
reclalins the desart, All of the scenss are
inid In the West.

———

CHESTNUT ST.
Afternoons, 1 to 5—10c & 15¢.
2nd

SENSATIONAL

MONTH

of the
Most

Gigantic

William
Farsum aud
Kathlyn Williams

OPERA | Home o] World's 1
HOUSE Grealest Photo Plays

Evenings, 7 to 11—10c, 15¢, 25¢
Positively the
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